
REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERMAN OF 
THE CITY OF ROCK FALLS 

February 21, 2006 
 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Alderman of the City of Rock Falls was called to order at the hour of 
6:30 p.m., February 21, 2006 in Rock Falls, Illinois by Mayor David H. Blanton. 
 
City Clerk, William Wescott, called the roll, present were Mayor Blanton, Alderman Vandersnick, Searing, 
Snow, Kuhlemier, Arduini, Hand and Folsom. Absent was Alderman Thurm, quorum present. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 

1. Approval of February 7, 2006 Council Meeting Minutes. 
2. Approval of Bills as printed 
3. Proclamation: February 20-24, 2006 Patriotism Week (Sterling-Rock Falls Elks Lodge 1218) 
4. Resolution: Accepting a Grant from the Illinois Housing Development Authority for Single Family 

Owner Occupied Rehabilitation Program. 
5. Resolution: Maintenance of Streets and Highways by Municipality under Illinois Highway Code. 

 
Motion: Hand                        Second: Vandersnick                Vote: 7 ayes, motion carried 
 
Administrators Report: 
 
Mr. Downey, City Administrator updated the Council on the Housing Grant. The current plans are to 
accommodate (5) five homes with $40,000 grants. If there are monies left, we will do as much as possible 
for other applicants. It is hoped that we can begin taking applications for assistance near the end of March.  
 
The St. Andrews Spring Festival Committee is asking permission of the City to barricade Avenue A from 
E. 2nd St. to E. 3rd St. from May 13th (8:00 a.m.)– May 22 2006 (12:00 p.m.) for the purposes of holding 
there annual carnival fund raiser. The Police Department and Fire Department gave the approval. The 
approval for this event would be contingent on proper Insurance and license by the Carnival operators. 
 
Motion: Searing                          Second: Snow                           Vote: 7 ayes, motion carried. 
 
Information and Updates: 
 
Mr. Reese, City Attorney informed the Council that a Collective Bargaining Agreement has been reached 
with IBEW Local No. 196 of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers representing both the 
utility workers and the clerical workers. The Collective Bargaining Agreement and related Side Letter of 
Agreement have been negotiated between the parties covering the period from September 1, 2005 through 
August 31, 2008. He requests that the City Council pass Ordinance’s authorizing the Mayor and the City 
Clerk to place there signatures on behalf of the City of Rock Falls for both the Utilities and Clerical. 
 
Motion: Kuhlemier                       Second: Hand                       Vote: 7 ayes, motion carried 
 
Department Heads: 
 
Mr. Cox, Wastewater Treatment Supt. told the Council that the upgrade and repairs to the 5th Avenue Lift 
Station have been completed. In addition, he informed the Council that his Department will we taking 
receipt of there new pick-up truck this week. 
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Council Committee Reports: 
 
The following upcoming meetings were announced: 
 

• Electric Committee Mtg. – March 8, 2006  6:30 p.m. – Council Chambers 
                     Mr. Hand, Committee Chair requests the Council write off the following utility customer write 
offs for the (Electrical-Water-Sewer-Garbage) in the amount of $17,359.36. 
   Motion: Hand                     Second: Searing                      Vote: 7 ayes, motion carried 

• Finance/Insurance Committee Mtg. – March 15, 2006  6:30 p.m. – Council Chambers 
• Ordinance/License Committee Mtg. – February 23, 2006  6:00 p.m. – Council Chambers 
• Personnel/Safety Committee Mtg. – February 23, 2006 7:15 p.m.  –  Council Chambers 
• Public Property Committee Mtg. – March 9, 2006 6:00 p.m.  – Council Chambers 
• Public Works Committee Mtg. – March 8, 2006   7:00 p.m.  – Council Chambers 

                   Mr. Searing, Committee Chair advised the Council that they are going to be getting bids for 
rehabilitation on well #4/#5. Willett, Hoffman & Associates will handle the bid process.  
 
Alderman Reports: 
 
Alderman Searing reported on (2) two items referred from the Planning & Zoning Commission for Council 
action: 
 

• At the Planning/Zoning Commission meeting held on February 9, 2006, members discussed a 
request for variance to change rear yard setbacks (30’ to 10’) and front yard setbacks (30’ to 25’) 
for lots 16, 19 and 22 in Benchmark Phase IV. The Commission is recommending to the City 
Council to approve the request for variance on front yard setbacks (30’ to 25’) but declined the 
request for rear yard setbacks (30’to 10’). 

    
         Motion: Searing                                    Second: Hand                         Vote: 7 ayes, motion carried         
 

• At the Planning/Zoning Commission meeting held on February9, 2006 members discussed a 
request from Willett, Hoffman &Associates to amend the final plat of Crown Hill Estates in 
respect to side yard setbacks for Lots 7, 8 and 9 – buildings have been placed on lots and 
encroach onto side yard setbacks. The Commission is recommending the approval of the 
Amendment to Crown Hill Estates Final Plat as presented for Lots 7, 8 and 9 side yard setbacks. 

            
         Motion: Searing                            Second: Arduini                 Vote: 7 ayes, motion carried 
 
Alderman Snow informed the Council that he has received several inquires from residents concerning who 
has the responsibility for maintaining the Clock Memorial that was placed on the east side of 1st Avenue in 
the North Bound lane. The clock is apparently displaying the incorrect time. Following a short discussion 
the Mayor will ask the Street Department to take a look at the clock and see about correcting the time. 
 
Alderman Kuhlemier shared with the Council recent Finance Committee review of bids submitted for 
Creating T.I.F. Documents. The following bids were received: Vandewalle & Associates $33,500.00 – 
PGAV Urban consulting $35,000.00 with $2000.00 cap on extra expense – S.B. Friedman & Company 
$63,200.00 to $72,500. The recommendation from the Finance Committee is for the Council to accept the 
bid submitted by Vandewalle & Associates following review of the contract by the City Attorney.  
Motion: Kuhlemier                                Second: Searing                       Vote: 7ayes, motion carried 
 
Alderman Kuhlemier told the Council that work is under way for the 2006-2007 budgets for the City. 
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Mayor’s Report: 
 
Mayor Blanton requested the Council to approve the following appointments: 
 

• Appointment of Alderman Kuhlemier to the position of Mayor PRO TEM for the period of 
February 25, 2006 thru March 6, 2006. 

     Motion: Vandersnick         Second: Snow    Vote: 6 ayes, 1 abstention (Kuhlemier) Motion carried  
 

• Re-Appointment of Alderman Hand to the Rock Falls Community Development Board for a (1) 
year term May1, 2006 - April 31, 2007. 

     Motion: Arduini               Second: Folsom     Vote: 6ayes, 1 abstention (Hand) Motion carried  
 

• Re-Appointment of Alderman Hand to Community Youth Building Committee for a (1) year term 
May I, 2006 - April 31, 2007. 

      Motion: Arduini                  Second: Searing     Vote: 6 ayes, 1 abstention (Hand) Motion carried.   
 
Executive Session: 
 
Mayor Blanton request the Council enter into (2) Executive Sessions for the following: 
 

1. Personnel – Section 2 (c )(1) 
Deputy Fire Chief Gary Cook is included in session. 

2. Purchase or Lease of Real Estate – Section 2 (c )(5) 
Brian Frickenstein (Willett Hoffman & Associates) Ed Cox (Wastewater Supt.) included in 
session. 

Motion: Searing              Second: Vandersnick           Vote: 7 ayes, motion carried (7:02 p.m.) 
 
Motion made to return to regular session of the Council. 
Motion: Vandersnick        Second: Snow           Vote: 7 ayes, Motion carried (7:35p.m.) 
 
Adjournment: 
Motion: Folsom                  Second: Arduini         Vote 7 ayes, Motion carried 
 
 
Approved: March 7, 2006 
 
 
 
                                                               ____________________________________ 
                                                               William B. Wescott, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


